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(54) Handy computer with built-in digital camera and spot state recording method using the same. 



(57) in a handy computer having an image pickup 
unit a drawing or map information of a large 
area which including a prearranged portion to 

- be -inspected is stored, the prearranged portion 
to be inspected is specified on the drawing or 
the map information to thereby calculate 
positional data. The positional data is as- 
sociated with photographed image data of an 
inspected portion which has been photo- 
graphed by the image pickup unit. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

(Field of the Invention) 

The present invention relates to a handy comput- 
er with a built-in digital camera, which is capable of 
being readily used for inspection of various construc- 
tions during or after execution of construction work, 
for spot inspection of the state of executing construc- 
tion work of roads, railways or rivers, and the mainte- 
nance state thereof, and further for record of acciden- 
tal spots or management of parking offenses, etc. 
The invention also relates to a spot state recording 
method using the same camera. 

[Discussion of the Related Art] 

For example, there are many situations where, in 
a new constructions work or a reconstruction work for 
various constructions, the state of under construction 
and after the construction are inspected and record- 
ed (hereinafter referred to as "spot inspection"). Up to 
now, the spot inspection has been recorded as stated 
below. Firstly, Both of a primary constructor and a 
subconstructor carry a construction plan and a cam- 
era to the spot, and at the spot, the primary construc- 
tor recognizes whether the construction work is exe- 
cuted in accordance with the plan or not, and if he 
finds out any defective portions, he indicates this 
matter to the subconstructor. Then, the subconstruc- 
tor checks the portion thus indicated on the plan, 
takes a photograph of the indicated portion, and re- 
cords the photograph and the indicated portion on the 
plan in association with each other on a document. 

However, it is troublesome to associate the de- 
fective portion indicated on the plan with the photo- 
graph, and also it is not easy to write the inspected 
matters in the plan and to handle the camera at the 
working spot with an insufficient footing. 

Further, materials prepared on the basis of the in- 
spection like this need to be kept for a given period 
of time. However, since the materials are stored in the 
form of documents, it is troublesome to take out the 
necessary materials from a large amount of inspec- 
tion materials some other day. In order to rationalize 
the management of the materials, it is considered to 
store the materials in an electronic file. In this case, 
the construction design plan and the photographic 
image must be read by an image scanner or the tike, 
resulting also in troublesomeness. 

Various problems as mentioned above are not 
limited to the spot inspection for the state of the con- 
struction work, but also commonly applied to other 
works requiring the spot inspection. 

For example, for recording the spot inspection for 
the state of executing construction work of roads, rail- 
ways or rivers, and the maintenance state thereof, a 
person carries a large-area map including a spot to be 



inspected and a camera to the spot, and takes a pho- 
tograph of the spot to be inspected while checking the 
spot to be inspected on the map. 

The works as mentioned above tends to be ac- 

5 companied with the same problems. Moreover, those 
problems exist in the following cases, that is, in a case 
where the maintenance of a construction is inspected 
on the basis of a construction plan, a case where the 
maintenance of a road is conducted on the basis of a 

10 road map, a case where the maintenance of a river is 
conducted on the basis of a river map, a case where 
the maintenance of a railway is conducted on the ba- 
sis of a railway map, a case where the state of a pu bl ic 
work or road construction is inspected on the basis of 

15 a general map or a road map, a case where an acci- 
dental spot is inspected on the basis of the general or 
road map, and the like. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

20 ■ 

The present invention has been achieved in view 
of the above situation, and an object of the invention 
is to provide an art which is capable of significantly 
simplifying spot inspection works requiring a plan, a 

25 map and a camera, such as a work for recording the 
state of executing the construction work of a building, 
the working state or maintenance state of a road, rail- 
way or river, or the like and also capable of facilitating 
control of the recording materials. 

30 - In order to solve the above-mentioned problems, 
the present invention has been achieved by provision 
of a handy computer with a built-in digital camera, 
which comprises a handy computer body including a 
portable interior power source and a bus coupling ter- 

35 minal for connection with a peripheral equipment, and 
an image pickup unit mainly including an electric 
charge coupled device and an imaging lens, which is 
coupled with the handy computer body through a bus. 
The handy computer body further includes the follow- 

40 ings therein; a memory means for storing a drawing 
or map information of a large area with a spot to be 
inspected; a display unit which is capable of switching 
or divisionally displaying the graphic display of the 
drawing or map information and a photographed im- 

45 age picked up by an image pickup unit; a micropro- 
cessor for bearing internal processing of the handy 
computer body and signal processing of an image 
output signal transmitted from the image pickup unit; 
an input operation unit for giving various instructions 

so to the handy computer body and for inputting data; 
means for selectively calling, in the display means, 
the drawing or map information of a small area includ- 
ing an actual spot to be inspected from the whole in- 
formation of the drawing or map of a large area includ- 

55 ing a prearranged spot to be inspected, which has 
been stored in the memory means, for graphic dis- 
play; means for specifying and indicating, on the dis- 
play means, the actual spot to be inspected on the 
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drawing or map information of a small area which has 
been graphically displayed on the display means; 
means for calculating the positional data of the por- 
tion specified and indicated on the display means on 
the drawing or map information; and means for stor- 
ing the photographed image data transmitted from 
the image pickup unit and the positional data in asso- 
ciation with each other. 

The handy computer with the built-in digital cam- 
era (hereinafter referred to as "handy computer") is 
considered to transmit and receive data to/from a 
main computer located on a fixed base such as an of- 
fice or the like. For transferring and receiving data, 
there are methods in which the handy computer and 
the main computer are connected to each other 
through a detachable cable, a radio method using an 
electric wave, an infrared ray, etc., or the like, ft is 
more preferable to use a transportable memory me- 
dium connectable mutually to the handy computer 
and the main computer, and also having a memory 
capacity which is capable of storing a drawing or map 
information of a large area including a prearranged 
spot to be inspected. 

As a means for selectively calling, onto a display 
means, the drawing or map information of a small 
area including an actual spot to be inspected from the 
whole information of the drawing or map having the 
large area, it is considered to use a GPS (global pos- 
itioning system) which is, for example, used for a ve- 
hicle navigator or the like, besides means depending 
upon a key board operation or a pen input device. 

An image pickup unit may be assembled into a 
handy computer body, or may be detachably attached 
to the handy computer body. 

A spot state recording method using the handy 
computer with the built-in digital camera thus organ- 
ized mainly consists of the following respective steps. 

A) A step of data-transferring the drawing or map 
information of a large area including a spot to be 
inspected from a library for the drawing or map in- 
formation stored in a computer which is located in 
a fixed base such as an office or the like, to the 
handy computer, directly or through the trans- 
portable memory medium. 

B) A step of carrying the handy computer having 
a memory means which stores the drawing or 
map information of a large area including a pre- 
arranged spot to be inspected as well as selec- 
tively supplying the drawing or map information of 
a small area including an actual spot to be in- 
spected from the whole information of the draw- 
ing or map of the large area stored in the memory 
means to a display means for graphic display. 

C) A step of specifically indicating, on the display 
means, the actual spot to be inspected in the 
drawing or map information of a small area which 
has been graphically displayed on the display 
means, and of calculating positional data of the 



actual spot to be inspected on the drawing or the 
map information. 

D) A step of adjusting a pose of the handy com- 
puter so that the actual spot to be inspected falls 

5 within a view field of an image pickup unit, and 

subsequently of picking up the image of the por- 
tion to be inspected. 

E) A step of storing, in a memory means, a pho- 
tographed image data sent from the image pick- 
to up unit and the positional data in association with 

each other. 

F) A step of transferring the photographed image 
data and the positional data, which have been as- 
sociated with each other and stored in the mem- 

15 ory means equipped in the handy computer body, 

to the computer located in the fixed base directly 
or through the transportable memory medium. 
The handy computer with the built-in digital cam- 
era thus organized is used in the following manner. 

20 First, the handy computer receives the whole in- 

formation on the drawing or map showing the envir- 
onment including the spot to be inspected from the 
computer located on the fixed base, and the handy 
computer which stores the large area information 

25 therein is brought to the spot. Subsequently, at the 
spot, the drawing or map information of the small area 
including the actual spot to be inspected is selectively 
called onto the display means, and then on the select- 
ed screen, after the actual spot to be inspected, which 

30 will be photographed later, is specified and indicate 
so as to be decided, an objective is photographed by 
the image pickup unit. 

With only such operations, the positional data of 
the photographed portion in the whole information of 

35 the drawing or map is automatically calculated, and 
the positional data and image data photographed by 
the image pickup unit are stored together in the mem- 
ory means in such a manner that they are associated 
with each other. While repeating such operations that 

40 a portion to be photographed is specified, and de- 
fined every time the portion to be photographed is 
changed, a data group maintaining a correspondence 
of the respective positional data and the respective 
photographed image data is stored within the handy 

45 computer body by merely repeating image pickup by 
the image pickup unit 

The stored data group can be re-displayed on the 
display means of the handy computer body for confir- 
mation, or if the data group is transferred to the main 

so computer located in the fixed base, the advanced 
data processing or data control can be applied. 

In the case where the handy computer is equip- 
ped with a GPS using a communication satellite which 
is capable of measuring an absolute position, since 

55 the present position at which a measurer exists is au- 
tomatically measured, the present rough position is 
capable of being automatically specified in accor- 
dance with the whole information of the map, and by 



3 



5 



EP 0 650 125 A1 



6 



merely operating fine adjustment on the basis of this 
data, the portion to be photographed can be readily 
specified and indicated on the display means. 

In the case where the image pickup unit is de- 
tachably attached to the handy computer body, the 
image pickup unit is detached from the handy com- 
puter body as occasion demands, and other periph- 
eral equipments such as a printer, a MODEM and the 
like are connected to a bus coupling terminal of the 
handy computer body, to which the image pickup unit 
had been attached, whereby multi-functional proc- 
essing can be realized while maintaining the simplici- 
ty of the handy computer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorpo- 
rated in and constitute a part of this specification, il- 
lustrate embodiments of the invention, and together 
with the description, serve to explain the objects, ad- 
vantages and principles of the invention. In the draw- 
ings, 

Fig. 1 is an explanatory diagram showing an outer 
appearance of a handy computer in accordance 
with the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a systematic 
structure of the handy computer shown in Fig. 1 ; 
Fig. 3 is a diagram showing a processing system 
which is realized by hardware or software equip- 
ped within a handy computer body; 
Fig. 4 is an explanatory diagram showing an in- 
ternal mechanism of a digital camera adaptor in 
accordance with one embodiment of the inven- 
tion; 

Fig. 5 is an explanatory diagram showing the in- 
ternal mechanism of the digital camera adaptor in 
accordance with another embodiment of the in- 
vention; 

Fig. 6 is an explanatory diagram showing "Step A" 
in a spot state recording method in accordance 
with the present invention. 
Fig. 7 is an explanatory diagram showing "Step 
B" in the spot state recording method in accor- 
dance with the invention. 

Fig. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing "Step 
C" in the spot state recording method in accor- 
dance with the invention. 
Fig. 9 is an explanatory diagram showing "Step 
D" in the spot state recording method in accor- 
dance with the invention. 

Fig. 10 is an explanatory diagram showing "Step 
E" in the spot state recording method in accor- 
dance with the invention. 
Fig. 11 is an explanatory diagram showing "Step 
F" in the spot state recording method in accor- 
dance with the invention. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiments of the invention will be described 
5 in detail with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings. 

Fig. 1 is an explanatory diagram showing an out- 
er appearance of a handy computer in accordance 
with the present invention. Fig. 2 is a block diagram 

10 showing a systematic structure of the handy comput- 
er shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a diagram showing proc- 
essing contents of each means which is realized by 
a hardware structure or software structure within a 
handy computer body. 

15 In the figures, reference numeral 1 denotes a 

handy computer body; 20, a digital camera adaptor for 
a handy computer (hereinafter referred to as "digital 
camera adaptor 20"); and 30, a GPS adaptor. 

The handy computer body 1 includes a body case 

20 2 having such a size as to be portable by one hand 
for accommodating all the fundamental functions as 
a computer. Installed in the body case 2 are a micro- 
processor 3, a memory 4 and various control circuits 
as well as a portable interior power source 5 such as 

25 a dry battery, a charging battery or the like. Disposed 
on the outer surface of the body case 2 are a display 
unit 6, which is of a thin type with a low power con- 
sumption rate and enables graphic display by dots, as 
is represented by a liquid crystal display unit or plas- 

30 ma display unit, and a key board 7 as an input oper- 
ating means are installed on the outer surface of the 
body case 2. The key board 7 is provided with func- 
tion keys 7a, cursor moving keys 7b, and the like. A 
pen input system (not shown) is applicable for the in- 

35 put operating means in lieu of the key board input unit, 
or both the key board input unit and the pen input unit 
may be used together. 

On the top surface of the body case 2, there is 
provided a bus coupling terminal 8 directly connected 

40 to the microprocessor 3. Connectable to the bus cou- 
pling terminal 8 are various peripheral equipments 
such as a GPS adaptor 30, a digital camera adaptor 
20, a printer 40, a MODEM (not shown) and the like. 
The bus coupling terminal 8 shown in the figure is of 

45 the female type, however, it may be of the male type. 

At the side surface of the body case 2, there are 
provided an IC card interface 9 for loading an IC card 
50 as one type of an exterior memory means, and an 
interface 10 for increasing the peripheral equipments 

so such as a floppy disc drive (FDD), and furthermore, 
a hard disc drive (HDD), a CD-ROM, a rewritable pho- 
tomagnetic disc drive (MO), and the tike. As for the IC 
card 50, any one of a memory card with a built-in CPU 
and the memory card without the built-in CPU can be 

55 used. As a system of coupling the IC card 50 with the 
handy computer body 1 , any one of a contact type 
coupling unit and a non-contact type coupling unit 
may be applied. In view of the dust-proof and the 
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earthquake-proof as well as simple handling facility, 
it is preferable to use the non-contact type coupling 
unit 

There is a case where both of the IC card inter- 
face 9 and the peripheral equipment increasing inter- 
face 1 0 are not provided, or there is a case where only 
one of them is provided. An RS 232 C interface for 
connection with a general purpose MODEM, or the 
like, or a bar code reader interface may be provided 
(not shown). 

The display unit 6 is constituted so as to be ca- 
pable of reproducing and displaying photographed 
image data taken into the memory 3, and the drawing 
or map information read through the IC card 50, FDD 
or cable, and also capable of directly displaying an im- 
age output signal from the CCD 21 to monitor the 
present photographing state. 

The present photographing state can be con- 
firmed by the display unit 6 of the handy computer 
body 1 whereby a photographing range, image den- 
sity, resolution and the like are adjusted while viewing 
a display screen. As a result, an image can be taken 
in the optimum state. The image density adjustment 
and resolution adjustment may be performed in a 
hardware manner by additionally providing an adjust- 
ing circuit. However, in view of the wide use and the 
common use of the microprocessor, it is preferable to 
process those adjustments in a software manner. As 
the image density adjustment, there can be applied 
a method of thinning out the blinks of dots at given in- 
tervals, or the like. The image data may be com- 
pressed in the software manner. 

The screen display unit is constituted so as to 
switchably display the information read in the mem- 
ory 4 from the IC card 50 or the FDD and the image 
data which is now being photographed by the image 
pickup unit, or to divide the screen into a plurality of 
screens for simultaneous display. 

An image processing program is always stored in 
the memory 4 or is read from the IC card, FDD or the 
like, as occasion demands. As a method of always 
storing the program in the memory 4, it can be applied 
that the program may previously be written in a ROM 
or a flash memory which is one type of a nonvolatile 
memory, or the program read from the exterior may 
always be stored in a RAM. 

In this embodiment, a part of the memory 4 is 
made to be nonvolatile by use of the flash memory, 
and an image adjusting program as well as a business 
program for a specified use are stored in the nonvo- 
latile portion of the memory 4. Since the program al- 
ways stored in the flash memory is read from the IC 
card 50 or FDD and rewritten if required, a hand com- 
puter for a specific use can be provided even by use 
of a common handy computer, and also flexibly adapt- 
able even to the version-up of the program. 

The digital camera adaptor 20 is constituted so 
that it can be detachably connected to a head portion 



of the handy computer body 1 directly or through the 
GPS adaptor 30. 

The digital camera adaptor 20 is constituted, as 
shown in Fig. 4, in such a manner that the image pick- 

5 up unit mainly including the CCD 21 and a lens 22 for 
forming an image on the CCD 21 is accommodated 
in an adaptor case 23. Disposed in the side surface 
of the adaptor case 23 is an opening 24 for forming 
an optical path for the lens 22. Disposed on the tower 

10 surface of the adaptor case 23 is a male type bus cou- 
pling terminal 25 corresponding to the bus coupling 
terminal 8 provided in the handy computer body 1 . 

Fitted to the opening 24 are a transparent resin 
plate and a lens which forms the optical path directed 

15 to the CCD 21 in combination with the lens 22 accom- 
modated in the adaptor case 23. The lens 22 and the 
lens fitted to the opening 24 may be formed of a glass 
lens or a resin lens. In view of making the device light- 
er in weight and lower in costs, it is preferable to use 

20 the resin lens. A structure in which the lens can be 
moved forward and backward may be added to the 
lens so as to realize focussing function. Furthermore, 
only one lens which is directly fitted to the opening 24 
may be used to reduce the number of parts. More- 

25 over, a single image pickup part, into which the CCD 
21 has been originally integrated with the lens 22, 
may be used. The position at which the opening 24 is 
formed is not limited to that shown in the figures, but 
may be formed on the top surface or back surface of 

30 ' the adaptor case 23. 

The CCD 21 , the lens 22 and the number of ele- 
ment groups 26 are directly mounted on a single sub- 
strate 27 in such a manner that an optical axis which 
links the CCD 21 and the lens 22 is positioned in an 

35 optical path of light incidentf rom the opening 24 of the 
adaptor case 23. A multiconductor flat cable 28 is led 
from one side of the substrate 27 so that the other end 
of the cable 28 is connected to the male type bus cou- 
pling terminal 25 (not shown). Thus, since all the main 

40 parts of the optical system and the electrical system 
are mounted on the substrate 27 of one piece, assem- 
bling of the digital camera adaptor 20 is remarkably 
facilitated, to thereby lowering the assembling costs. 
Although the number of element groups 26 are 

45 mounted on the substrate 27, these element groups 
26 are limited to only minimum elements necessary 
for matching the output signal from the CCD 21 with 
the bus line, and the microprocessor and the memory 
are not mounted thereon. 

so The image output signal from the CCD 21 is di- 

rectly transferred to the microprocessor 3 within the 
handy computer body 1 through the bus so as to be 
signal-processed within the handy computer body 1, 
and then displayed on the display unit 6. The power 

55 supply to the digital camera adaptor 20 is also sup- 
plied from the handy computer body 1 through the 
bus line. Thus, only the minimum required number of 
parts are used for the digital camera adaptor 20, 
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whereby the digital camera adaptor 20 can be offered 
inexpensively. 

Fig. 5 shows the internal structure of the digital 
camera adaptor 20 in accordance with another em- 
bodiment of the invention. In this embodiment, an im- 5 
age pickup component 21a, into which a CCD and a 
lens are integrated, are mounted on a substrate 27a 
having one surface on which a coupling terminal por- 
tion is directly formed in a patterning manner by etch- 
ing, orthe like. The substrate 27a is set up within an 10 
adaptor case 23a. The coupling terminal portion of 
the substrate 27a penetrates the case 23a so as to 
expose from the outer portion of the case 23a, and 
the exposed portion is directly utilized as a male type 
bus coupling terminal 25a. With such an organization, 15 
no additional bus coupling terminal is required to be 
disposed at the adaptor side, and no multiconductor 
flat cable is also required. As a result, the number of 
assembling steps are furthermore reduced. In the 
embodiment as shown, there is used the image pick- 20 
up component 21a into which the CCD and the lens 
are integrated together. However, the CCD and the 
lens may be provided as separate parts. 

Assembled in a GPS adaptor 30 is a GPS adaptor 

31 which constitutes an absolute position measuring 25 
unit using a communication satellite which is so-cal- 
led "global positioning system". A male type bus cou- 
pling terminal 33 and a female type bus coupling ter- 
minal 34 are provided on the outer surface of a case 

32 for the GPS adaptor 30. The bus coupling terminal 30 
8 of a handy computer body 1 is capable of being fixed 

to the male type bus coupling terminal 33, whereas 
the digital camera adaptor 20 or a printer 40 is capable 
of being fixed to the female type bus coupling terminal 
34. 35 

Upon receipt of a positional signal from the com- 
munication satellite, the GPS 31 is capable of meas- 
uring the present position of an observer within sev- 
eral meters of error range. The positional data is 
transmitted to the handy computer body 1 whereby 40 
the work for specifying where the observer, that is, an 
inspector exists on the drawing or map information is 
facilitated. Therefore, in the case where the handy 
computer deals with the map information, it is partic- 
ularly preferable to provide the GPS adaptor 30. 45 
When the handy computer deals with information 
such as a construction design plan or a floor plan, no 
GOS adaptor 30 is required. In this case, the digital 
camera adaptor 20 orthe printer 40 is fixed to the bus 
coupling terminal 8 of the handy computer body 1 . so 

Inside of the handy computer with the above- 
mentioned hardware structure, respective means for 
realizing the processing contents shown in Fig. 3 are 
constituted by software or hardware. An example in 
which "a floor plan of an apartment" is stored in the 55 
memory 4 of the handy computer is taken to describe 
a recording step of the spot state on the basis of the 
floor plan of the apartment. The drawing information 



stored in the memory 4 may be of a complicated con- 
struction design plan, map information, orthe like. 

First, there is provided a memory means 11 for 
storing drawing information <a> of the environment 
including a prearranged spot to be inspected. The 
memory capacity of the memory means 11 is prefer- 
ably sufficient to simultaneously store the floor plans 
of a plurality of houses. Description will be given on 
the assumption that a drawing for the plane of one 
house has been stored in the memory means 1 . The 
memory means 11 generally comprises a part of the 
memory 4. The drawing information <a> may be of 
vector data or image data. 

Subsequently, there is provided a selection dis- 
play means 12 to graphically display a drawing infor- 
mation <a1> of a small area including an actual spot 
to be inspected by selectively called onto the display 
unit 6 from the drawing information <a> of the whole 
environment (that is, the drawing information <a> of 
a large area) stored in the memory means 1 1 . 

Extraction of the drawing information <a1> of the 
small area from the drawing information <a> of the 
whole environment is made in the following manner. 

First, the drawing information <a> of the whole 
environment is displayed on the display unit 6, a cur- 
sor moving key 7b is operated on a display screen to 
move a cursor at a position close to the portion to be 
inspected, and thereafter, an area switching function 
key (not shown) is depressed for performing the ex- 
traction, orthe pen input unit allows a position closed 
to the portion to be inspected to be directly indicated 
for performing the extraction. Alternatively, a pres- 
sure sensitive touch panel, which is capable of direct- 
ly indicating the coordinates on the display screen, is 
lamination-disposed in front of the display screen so 
that the portion to be inspected can be pressed by a 
finger. 

Furthermore, there is disposed an inspection 
portion specifying/indicating means 13 for specifying 
and indicating the portion to be inspected on the dis- 
play means from the drawing information <a1> of the 
small area which has been graphically displayed on 
the display unit 6. For example, if a portion to be in- 
spected is of a glass window at a veranda side, the 
cursor 14 is moved to the glass window portion at the 
veranda side in the drawing information <a1> of the 
small area displayed on the screen, and "a decision 
key" or the like is depressed. In this case, the pen in- 
put unit or the pressure sensitive touch panel can be 
used as in the above example. 

Further, there is provided a positional data calcu- 
lating means 15 for calculating positional data X and 
Y of the specified and indicated portion on the draw- 
ing. The actual operation is executed by the micropro- 
cessor 3. 

Furthermore, there is provided an association 
storage processing means 16 for storing the photo- 
graphed image data <b> of the portion to be inspect- 
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ed, which has been obtained from the image pickup 
unit, and the positional data X and Y in association 
with the photographed image data <b>. The photo- 
graphed image data <b> and the positional data X 
and Y may be stored together in the association stor- 
age processing means 16, or may be stored in respec- 
tive different memory areas of the means 16 in such 
a manner that they are linked with each other. Since 
the positional data X and Y correspond to the photo- 
graphed image data <b>, it is controlled to which por- 
tion in the drawing information <a> the respective 
photographed image data <b> corresponds. For ex- 
ample, in the case where "a glass window at the ver- 
anda side" is damaged, and the coordinates X and Y 
of "the glass window at the veranda side" on the draw- 
ing information <a> are (1024, 611), positional data of 
(1024, 611) is added to the photographed image data 
of the damaged glass window, and then stored in the 
memory. 

The handy computer of the embodiment is thus 
constituted by combination of hardware and soft- 
ware. 

Subsequently, the respective steps in the spot 
state recording method using the above handy com- 
puter will be described individually. 

<Step A> (Fig. 6) 

The drawing information with a large area includ- 
ing a prearranged spot to be inspected is delivered to 
the handy computer 60 from the library of a drawing 
data base 71 installed in a computer 70 which is lo- 
cated in a fixed base such as an office or the li ke. The 
drawing information includes a construction plan 
such as a design drawing, a floor plan, or the like, and 
various maps including a general map for distinct pur- 
poses such as a configuration map, a river map, a 
road map, and the like. However, the drawing infor- 
mation does not exclude the drawings and maps 
other than the above. The computer 70 is connect to 
a communication network so that it can exchange in- 
formation with a large-sized computer equipped in a 
head office, computers in other business offices, and 
moreover computers in the same line of business. 

For the purpose of delivering the drawing, infor- 
mation from the computer 70 to the handy computer 
60, there are two methods, a method of performing 
the delivery through a transportable memory me- 
dium, and a method of performing the delivery with 
the computer 70 and the handy computer 60 being di- 
rectly connected with each other through a cable. An 
IC card, floppy disc, MO, CD-ROM, or the like can be 
used for the transportable memory medium. In view 
of the facility of handling, it is most preferable to use 
an IC card of the non-contact coupling system. 

In the case of using the CD-ROM, because of in- 
capability of writing in this medium, without copying 
data, the drawing data base 71 perse in the computer 



70 is previously constituted by a lot of CD-ROMs, and 
a necessary CD-ROM is selected from the drawing 
data base 71 to be read by a CD-ROM drive which is 
attached to the handy computer 60. Since the CD- 

5 ROM is capable of storing a large amount of data, a 
lot of drawings can be stored together in the CD- 
ROM. In particular, the CD-ROMs storing widely- 
used map data have been already developed, and 
such CD-ROMs can be used. However, in the case of 

10 using the CD-ROM, it goes without saying that rewrit- 
able medium such as an IC card, floppy disc or the 
like is required in order to return the photographed 
image data and the positional data from the handy 
computer 60 to the computer 70. 

15 Hereinafter, for the purpose of explaining the 

present invention more concretely, description aims 
at map information, and an example of preparing in- 
formation on a ready-built house on the basis of the 
map information will be described. 

20 - 
<Step B> (Fig. 7) 

The handy computer 60 storing map information 
(large-area map information) on the environment in- 
25 eluding a prearranged spot to be inspected is brought 
to the prearranged spot to be inspected, and then 
small-area map information including an actual spot 
to be inspected is selectively called onto a display 
screen. 

30 Calling the small-area map information is per- 

formed by operating the cursor moving key 7b to 
move the cursor to an intended position on the screen 
displaying the large-area map information, and there- 
after by pressing a decision key, or by directly indicat- 

35 ing the necessary map information through the pen 
input unit. In the case where the handy computer 60 
is equipped with the GPS adaptor 30, calling of the 
small-area map information is more simplified. That 
is, the operation of the GPS after arrival of an obser- 

40 ver at the spot is sufficient to automatically measure 
a present position on receipt of electric wave from a 
plurality of communication satellites, and also to cal- 
culate the coordinates of the spot to be inspected on 
the large-area map information from the obtained ab- 

45 solute position to thereby automatically display the 
small-area map information including the spot to be 
inspected on the display screen. 

<Step C> (Fig. 8) 

50 

In the small-area map information displayed on 
the screen, an actual spot to be inspected is specified 
and indicated on the display means. To specify and 
indicate the actual spot is performed as well as the 
55 previous step B by the operation of a cursor moving 
key 7b, pen input unit, and the like. The positional 
data X and Y corresponding to a point which has been 
thus specified and indicated is calculated by the mi- 
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croprocessor. In the case where accuracy of the GPS 
adaptor is extremely heightened to the degree that 
the positional measurement can be performed within 
an error range of 2 to 3 m, all the operations are ca- 
pable of being entrusted to the GPS without conduct- 
ing the manual operation for displaying the large-area 
map information and indication the actual spot to be 
inspected on the small-area map information. 

<Step D> (Fig. 10) 

The pose of the handy computer 60 is adjusted so 
that the actual spot to be inspected falls within a view 
field of the image pickup unit, and then the portion to 
be inspected is photographed. In the example shown, 
a detached house is to be photographed, and the im- 
age of the house is picked up on the display screen. 
Since the image which is currently being caught by 
the image pickup unit is monitored by the display unit 
6, the image is adjusted to an optimum image by op- 
erating a specifying key on the key board 7. After it 
is confirmed that the image is in the optimum state, 
the decision key is pressed. It is unnecessary to ad- 
just image every time, and if photographing is made 
under the same environment, the image adjustment 
state immediately before may be maintained as it is. 

<Step E> (Fig. 10) 

- The photographed image data transmitted from 
the image pickup unit to the microprocessor through 
the bus and the positional data X and Y are stored in 
the memory in associated with each other. As a result, 
it is managed to which portion in the map information 
the photographed image data of the house corre- 
sponds. 

<Step F> (Fig. 11) 

Upon termination of photograph in the spot, the 
photographed -image data and the positional data 
which have been stored in a memory means of the 
handy computer body 1 in association with each other 
are delivered to the computer 70 located in the fixed 
base. The delivery of data from the handy computer 
60 to the computer 70 may be executed by the same 
manner as that in Step A. 

Through the above-mentioned respective steps, 
there is obtained information in which the photograph- 
ed image data of the house and the positional data of 
the spot at which the house is located on the map are 
integrated with each other. The positional data on the 
map allows the location of the house to be clarified, 
and the photographed image data of the house allows 
the external appearance of the house and the envir- 
onment close to the spot to be revealed, as the result 
of which it is extremely useful for immovable property 
information. This information can be used as itself, or 



used by adding other correlated information thereto. 

As was described above, the embodiments are 
applied to a case of inspecting the construction work 
state by making the positional data on the floor plan 

5 in association with the photographed image data of 
the damage portion, and an example of preparing ar- 
ticle information of the ready-built house by making 
the positional data on the map in association with the 
photographed image data of the house. However, the 

10 present invention is also applicable to other fields. 

For example, it can be also used for inspecting 
the maintenance of a building on the basis of the 
building drawing, maintaining a road on the basis of 
a road map, maintaining rivers on the basis of a river 

15 map, maintaining rails on the basis of a railway map, 
inspecting a public work or road work state on the ba- 
sis of a general map or a road map, inspecting an ac- 
cident spot on the basis of the same general or road 
map, or the like. Also, as for a rather unusual appli- 

20 cation, it can be applied to a record of control over an 
illegal parking. In the case of using the information of 
a record of control over the illegal parking, after input- 
ting a car number, the type of the car, a parking time, 
a parking period of time, a parking location, and the 

25 like through the key board, the scene most precisely 
showing the parking state is photographed. 

According to the present invention, the photo- 
graphed image data of a spot and positional data rep- 
resenting where the spot positions on the drawing or 

30 map stored in association with each other. Therefore, 
there is not required a complicated operation in which 
both of a camera and a drawing are carried to a spot, 
a photograph is taken at the spot, and a photographed 
portion is checked on the drawing. Further, since the 

35 photographed image data output from the image 
pickup unit using a charge coupled device is of a dig- 
ital signal, it is suitable for computer processing to al- 
low a data transfer and a data processing at a high 
speed. It is also possible to directly input the related 

40 information such as numerals, marks, and the like 
through the key board by the input operating means 
attached to the handy computer. Other data groups 
related to the photographed image data as well as the 
positional data is capable of being recorded together. 

45 Further, as claimed in the Claim 2, a transport- 

able memory medium is detachably provided in the 
handy computer and the computer located on the 
fixed base, and when data transfer is made between 
both computers using the transportable memory me- 

so dium, more-advanced data processing or data con- 
trolling can be made. 

Further, as claimed in the Claim 3, when the han- 
dy computer is equipped with the GPS using the com- 
munication satellite which can measure an absolute 

55 position, the rough position of the present location 
position is capable, of being automatically specified. 
As a result, fine adjustment of the rough position 
made on the basis of the data on the location position 
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is sufficient to specify and indicate a portion to be 
photographed with ease. 

Further, as claimed in the Claim 4, in the case 
where the image pickup unit is detachably attached 
to the handy computer body, as occasion demands, 
the image pickup unit is detached from the handy 
computer body, and other peripheral equipments 
such as a printer, MODEM, or the like can be connect- 
ed to the bus coupling terminal to which the image 
pickup unit had been fixed, to thereby realize multi- 
function processing while maintaining simplicity of 
the handy computer. 

The foregoing description of preferred embodi- 
ments of the invention has been presented for pur- 
poses of illustration and description. It is not intended 
to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise 
form disclosed, and modifications and variations are 
possible in light of the above teachings or may be ac- 
quired from practice of the invention. The embodi- 
ments were chosen and described in order to explain 
the principles of the invention and its practical appli- 
cation to enable one skilled in the art to utilize the in- 
vention in various embodiments and with various 
modifications as are suited to the particular use con- 
templated. It is intended that the scope of the inven- 
tion be defined by the claims appended hereto, and 
their equivalents. 

Claims 

1. A handy computer with a built-in digital camera in 
which an image pickup unit mainly including a 
charge coupled device and an imaging lens is 
coupled with a handy computer body including a 
portable interior power source and a bus coupling 
terminal for connection of a peripheral equip- 
ment, said handy computer comprising: 

memory means for storing one of drawing 
and map information of a large area which in- 
cludes a spot to be inspected; 

display means for switching/division-dis- 
playing a graphic display for one of said drawing 
and the map information and an image photo- 
graphed by said image pickup unit; 

a microprocessor for executing internal 
processing of said handy computer body and for 
processing an image output signal transmitted 
from said image pickup unit; 

input operating means for giving various 
instructions to said handy computer body and for 
inputting data; 

means for selectively calling one of a 
drawing and map information of a small area 
which includes an actual spot to be inspected 
from the whole information of one of the drawing 
and the map stored in said memory means and 
having the large area which includes the prear- 



ranged spot to be inspected for graphic display; 

display means for specifying and indicat- 
ing an actual spot to be inspected in one of the 
drawing and the map information having the 
5 small area which is graphically displayed on said 

display means; 

means for calculating positional data on 
one of the drawing and map information specified 
and indicated on said display means; and 
10 means for storing the photographed image 

data transmitted from said image pickup unit and 
said positional data in association with each 
other. 

15 2. A handy computer with a built-in digital camera as 
claimed in Claim 2, further comprising a trans- 
portable memory medium having a memory ca- 
pacity for storing one of the drawing and map in- 
formation of the large area including the prear- 

20 ranged spot to be inspected, said transportable 

memory medium being detachably attached to 
said handy computer and a computer located in 
a fixed base, said transportable memory medium 
constituting data medium between said handy 

25 computer and said computer. 

3. A handy computer with a built-in digital camera as 
claimed in Claim 1 or 2, further comprising a GPS 
adaptor using a communication satellite for 

30 " measuring an absolute position. 

4. A handy computer with a built-in digital camera as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein said image pickup 
unit is detachably attached to said handy comput- 

35 er body. 

5. A method of recording a spot state, comprising 
the steps of: 

transferring one of drawing and map infor- 

40 mation of a large area which includes a spot to be 

inspected from a library for one of the drawing 
and the map stored in a computer located in a 
fixed base to a handy computer with a built-in dig- 
ital camera as claimed in Claim 1 directly or 

45 through a portable memory medium; 

Carrying said handy computer with said 
built-in digital camera which stores one of the 
drawing and map information of a large area 
which includes the spot to be inspected, and se- 

50 lectively calling, on a display means, one of the 

drawing and map information of a small area 
which includes an actual spot to be inspected 
from the whole information of one of the drawing 
and map of a large area stored in said memory 

55 means for graphic display; 

specifying and displaying the actual spot 
to be inspected in one of the drawing and map in- 
formation of a small area graphically displayed on 
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said display means, and calculating positional 
data of the portion on one of the drawing and map 
information; 

adjusting a pose of said handy computer 
with said built-in digital camera so that the actual 5 
spot to be inspected falls within a view field of an 
image pickup unit to photograph the portion to be 
inspected; 

means for storing the photographed image 
data transmitted from said image pickup unit and w 
said positional data in association with each other 
in a memory means; and 

transferring the photographed image data 
and the positional data stored in association with 
each other in said memory means of said handy 15 
computer body to said computer located in said 
fixed base directly or through a portable memory 
medium. 

20 
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Fig. 11 
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